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THE BIG PICTURE

We are seeing signs of progress, BUT still today 
some 673 million people experience hunger.

About 2.3 billion people lack regular access to 
adequate food.

2.6 billion people cannot afford nutritious 
foods – healthy diets.



IPC Acute Food Insecurity Scale

Phase 1:
Minimal

Usually adequate and 
stable food access

Phase 2:
Stressed

Borderline adequate 
food access

Phase 3:
Crisis

Highly stressed and 
critical lack of food 

access with high and 
above usual 

malnutrition and 
accelerated depletion 

of livelihood assets

Phase 4:
Emergency

Severe lack of food 
access with excess 
mortality, very high 

and increasing 
malnutrition, and 

irreversible livelihood 
asset stripping

Phase 5:
Famine

Extreme social 
upheaval with 

complete lack of food 
access and/or other 
basic needs where 

mass starvation, 
death and 

displacement are 
evident

Urgent action required



Global Acute Food Insecurity
More severe and protracted food crises, driven mainly by conflict, economic and weather shocks



Other critical issues 
impacting agrifood systems

• Urbanization
• Biodiversity loss
• Soil degradation
• Water resource management
• Transboundary pests/diseases 
• Overfishing
• Deforestation
• Food loss and waste
• Food safety
• Lack of access to healthy diets 



FAO History

FAO was born on 16 October 1945 
when its constitution was signed in 
Quebec City, Canada, by 34 countries, 
soon to be followed by many more



FAO is the UN specialized 
agency for food and 
agriculture, leading 
international efforts to create 
a world free from hunger.



195 Members

FAO has 

195 members 

and we work in over 

130 countries 
around the world



What is the nature 

of FAO’s work?  

… What do we do?



Mechanization 
as a driver of 

transformation



Technology and innovation: 

pushing the boundaries of 

what’s possible in agriculture



About 170 emerging and 
pre-emerging agrifood 
technologies and 
innovations identified 

32 selected and clustered 
for their perceived potential 
to impact 8 challenges of 
the agrifood systems 

Further reduced to 20 most 
impactful

Main driver of emergence:

Climate Change

FAO Foresight - emerging agrifood technologies and innovations



“Basic” innovations can 
transform lives



With opportunities 

come responsibilities



New and 
stronger 
alliances and 
partnerships 
needed more 
than ever … 

UN partners

National governments and parliamentarians

Farmers

Universities and academic institutions

Private sector

Civil society

Scientific organizations

International financial institutions



Thank you!

Beth Bechdol
Deputy Director-General at FAO
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